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WELCONE

Ancient wisdom; . . .

Iihus says YHVH, “Standlon the highways,
and see, and ask for'the old paths,
where the good WAY s, andiwalk upen It,

and you shall find rest for your seuls.”
Jeremiah 6516




S N S S EN O N

Principles off Holy: Scripture Study

Preliminany/ Introduction

Jihe Aramaic Language

Idioms and! Figures of Speech

Revelation, Mysticism), and Supernatural - OCcurrences
Near Eastern| Culture, Customs and! Manners

Tihe Near' Eastern Psychology.

Symbolismi and Iimageny ini the Holy: Scripture

Near Easterni Amplification ini the Holy Scripture
Jihe Manuscript Order of the Holy: Scripture

A Semitic/Hebraic Perspective of the Holy: Scripture
Personal Relationshipsiin the Holy: Scripture

Basic Guidelines

Don‘t accept or believe any new: ideas that: 1
present without first checking| them' out; yourself

Study’. . . Read . .. Doiresearch
Challenge; your' beliefs.
Debate — Disagree but don't be disagreeable

TRUTH = Remember that the; truth will stand on
ItS OWnRl merit

Anything that has tor be reinforced isiinherently
weak




Principles off Holy: Sceripture; Study.

CHARTT by’ Dr. John Gresham

Kennick=Glennon Seminary & Paul Virinstittite, St Louis, MO

Principles) off Holy: Seripture Study,

Principlesiof Interpretation:

e HHoly: Scriptures contain God's infallible and
Inerrantiy inspired Words

Givenrby the [Holy Spirit

Selected) compiled, and transiated by man

Validated by the LLord Jesus: Christ

languade; culture and customs

Historical background and archeologicallevidence
Actualthisterical situation andievents) (life; setting)
Genre, purpese;and planiof éach book

Context of eachiverserand section

Parallel’and related passages

Literally  or Seriously?




1,  The Aramaic Language

Hebrew: and Aramaic are the basis fior
understanding| the language off Holy: Scripture
Decause they were the primary. languages used
by the priests, prophets, and patriarchs as well
as by Jesus Christ and His apostles and disciples

Aramaic was the lingua filanca — major/common
language - of the Near East firom approximately
800 BCito 7001 AD

Uniquely: powerfulfand  Inthinsic language

Nuancesiof meaning lost infGreek; Latin,
English;, and other languages

Greek language intreduces Greek religious and
philosephical meanings foreign tes the original
text, e.g. Sheol cp. Hades

Aramaic . . .

languaderusediby Abrahanm andithe Patriarehs
[lingua Eranca effthe Assyrian, Babylonian, and
PErsian EnpIres

[language off Christ and His Disciples
Lingual Franca of therNear East untilithe rise;of

[slamyinither7th Century, CE'wheniit evelvediinto
the dominant Arabic langliage

Aramaic continued!tor be used by’ Christians!in the
Near East and throughout the world




The Christians of the East . . .

Christians: inrIsrael, Lebanon, Syria), Tiurkey, Irag),
Iiran, and India were discipled by Marlioma
(Saintiihomas) and have Used the Aramaic
(Syriac) Seriptures and Liturgy: since 2nd Century.
AD

Iihese Near Eastern Christians) sent missienaries
as fiaif East as Chingrand Japan

e Peshitia (Sstraights,  simple”, “pure”) text
has remained! intact for at least 1600 years

Iihe AramgiC [Language

Cognate language tor Hebrew
Also related to Akkadian and Arabic

Historicall stages:
Old Aramaic (950-600/ BC)
Imperial or Official Aramaic (600-200! BC)
Middle Aramaic (200/BC — 200/ AD)
[.ate Aramaic; (200 AD — 700 AD)
Modern Aramaic (700 AD — today)




ihe Aramaici Language

Modern Witnessesiin: fiavor off ani Aramaic (o Hebrew)
Newliestament:

Charles F. Burney - The Aramaic Origin of the Fourth
Gospel

William Cureton — Remgins' of a Very: Ancient Recension: of
the Four' Gospels in'Syriac

George Llamsa — New. Tiestament Oridin and! many: other
books includings his translation’ of the Peshitta

Hugh Schonfield — An Old Hebrew: Text of St. Matthew’s
Gospel

R. B. Y. Scott — The Original Languade of the Apocalypse
C. C. Torrey — Our Translated! Gospels; Documents of the
Primitive Church

Frank Zimmerman — The Aramaic Origin of the Four
Gospels

Jihe Aramaic; Language

Ancient Witnesses)in favoer of anrAramaic (or Hebrew)
New: Tiestament — The " Churchi Fathers::

Papias (C 150-170 AD)

Clement of Alexandria (150-212 AD)
Ireneus (170/AD)

Origen (2101AD)

Eusebius (315 AD)

Pantaenus

Epiphanius (5370 AD)

Jerome (382 AD)

Isho'Dad! (8501 AD)
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Jihe sixthrbeatitude (Matthew: 5:8) firom
an| East Syriac Peshittas

Pronolnced /bayon | ayien dadken b=
JEBBIONA. d-HERRDANRENZ0M . dlaliE:
liranslation: "Blessed are the pure in
hearts for they shall see God.’




Aliadmaic Language

Importance asia “bridge”

Old liestament and New! liestament

Abrahamic religions
Importance of identifiing words that resemble
one another

KHIMTHHA (venom))is incorrectly translated
“wine” in the King James Version (Deut. 32:33)
See “Words Resembling One Anether” section| of

Tihe Holy: Bible Tiranslated from Ancient Eastern
Manuscripts by George M. Lamsa

Aramaic Language

Examples of Mistianslation:
Lord’si Prayer- Matthew! 6513 —"talan® = “do not et
usienter into temptation” (cp: Matthew: 26:41)
fForsaken on the;Cross? Mt. 27:46)- Not the same as
Ps. 22
Camelior Rope? = Matthew, 19:24 - “gamla™ - review.
language and context
Eunuchior Believer? - Acts 8:27 — “mikaymna”
= “faithfulfone”
Luke 19:15/— talent (“kakra”) ox province (“karkhar)
Lucifer? Isa. 14712 — review: context and language

“yalal” (see Strong’s #1966 andl 1984 and compare
with 3213)




[Frem anl ancient commentary. —
Isodad of Merv.
— Bishoproff iHadatha 850/ AD

This of Eloi, Eloj, lemana shabachtani, not
that He was forsaken of the Godhead not
even in suffering,; and death, which
entered because of transgression of the
commandment, as it is written ; but when
He was weary and was strengthened by
an angel, etc., the Godhead was with Him.

2. Idiems and Figures ofi Speech

There are over 1,000 idioms usedlin the Hoely: Serpture
Jihey!lead torconfusion and mistransiation When not
recognized and translated literally;
Peculiar expressionsiwithi speciallmeanings
Englishiexamples:

YtS rainingl catsiand' dogs’”

“Helis in al pickle” (or ™ . . . a jam/)

“He blew’ his stack”
Semitic examples:

“Gooed eyermeaning “generousand “badleye“ meaning stngy
(Mt. 6:22-23; 20:15; Lk. 11:34)

“Bind” meaning|*prohibit” andiMleose” meaning) permit™ (Mt
16:19; 18:18)




Idioms

More Semitic examples
Use of the word “Heaven™ as a euphemism fiox
“God” (Mt. 5:3; 21:25; Lk. 15:18; Jn 3:27)
Idiomatic usage ofi the word *face™ (k. 9:51-
53)

“Son of Man“— aniidiomimeaning “a human
being” as welliasia Messianic; title (Dan. 7:13
and Mt. 12:8)

Job 2:9 — “barak™ means to " bless” but is
used euphemistically tor mean “curse” by Job’s
wife

Idioms

Aramaic! Examplesiirom Geornge; Lamisa

(Idiems in the Bible Explained):
“Garden” (Gen. 2:8) — metaphorically —a
wite, a family.

“Rock™ (Ps. 18:2) — protection and! defense
“Face of aman .. . Lion/. .. Ox. . .Eagle”
(Ezk. 1:10) — intellect, dominion,, strength),
Omnipresence

“Let thy fountain be blessed™ (Prov. 5:18 —
Virility:
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3. Revelation, Mysticism| and
Supernaturall OCCUriENCES

Mysticismi— mysteny, secret; “A spiritual
discipline aiming at direct: URion: oF
communien withrreality: o God through
deep meditation or contemplationf”
(American Hertage Dictionary)

OIS
Mundane Mysticism
Inner Spiritual Mysticism

Dreams and' Visions

HELMA (firom HLM) — to heal, make wellfor whole,
to Integrate

Revelation, Mysticism,, and
Supernaturaif OCCUiENCES

Estimates off mysticism in the Holy: Scripture
range between 40-60%, of the Bible

Mysticism Is overly:embraced by eccultists but
ignored! by fitindamentalists

Example off mysticismy ini the Holy: Scripture:
Abraham’s dream leading to the efferingl of
Isaaci (Genesis 22)

Tihe transfiguration (Lk. 9:28-36, & Matt. 17:9)
Was a “spiritualievent?, i.e. a mystical experience

See Jreasures From the languade of Jesus and

Let There Be Light — The Seven Keys by Rocco
A. Errico




4, Near Eastermn Culture,
Customs and Manners

Understandingl of culttre is abselutely.
necessary. to understand the text of Holy,
Scripture

Holy: Scripture was given; 2,000 — 3,000
Vears ago: in anether land), with' a different
language;, within artotally diffierent culture

Knowledge canrbe gained fromi studying
the Near Eastern people whose: culture
has undergone: slower change: than in: the
Western world

Near Eastern Culture, Customs and
IMannEers

Example off Near Eastern Culture:

lihe Aramaic word, MAKHIRTA
(“espoused”) is derived! firom MAKHAR (“te
purchase”, “toracquire for ai price” and is
anressentialipartieitNear Eastern marfiage
customs (Matt. 1:18)

See Gospel Light by George M: Lamsa
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Near Eastern Culture, Customs and
Manners

Bread

Swaddling clothes

Status — Lk 14:10-11
Greeting others — Lk, 10:1-4
Weddings — Mt. 25:1-13

IHead coverings — Gen, 24:65;
1 Cor. 11:4-5; Esther 7:8

Hair lemngth — Lev. 19:27; 1 Cor. 11:14-16

5. [The Near Eastern Psycholegy

“The customs and manners off a peeple
are usually: based oni the traditional
thinking andl censciousness off that
particular nation. Therefore,
tnderstanding the psychological' makeup
of the Near Easterin people; especially
those! of biblicalllands; is Very importantiin
the study, of the Bible.”

- Rocco Errico, Let There Be Light
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Tihe Near Eastern Psychoelogy.

Near Eastern| psychology Isiimportant in
order to draw! the correct conclusions

Otherwise Westerners often; draw! invalid
conclusions because we look at passages
through ourr ownreyes ratherthan the
eyes of the Near' East andiwith
consideration to the Near Eastern culture
andl psychology:

Tihe Near Easterni Psychoelogy.

Characteristics off Near Easterni culture and
psychology:
Godlis involved infand central toreverything
fFriendships and relationships: highly: valued

Not much| attentioni or value given to time o
perfect accuracy in attention to details

Male oriented

HOROK

Used torhard! times

Truth and! justice are purchased at great price

14



Tihe Near Eastern Psychoelogy.

Anrexample;ofi Near' Eastern psychology:is
Jesus” instruction| to, His disciples that they,
Yjudge not, that ye may. be net judged.™
Iihis phrase is practicalladvice meaning| to
avoid criticism whichrofiten resultsiin
guarrels (Matt. 751, 2)

See, Gospel Light by George M. Lamsa

In thel Gospels, the Sermon on the Mount:
is full of Near Eastern: psychoelogy:

6. Symbolism and Imagery in the
150l Scripture

Symbelismiand Imagery:

Parables (PELATHA = proverbs, allegories;
illustrations)rused ter portiay: and illustrate;events and
teachings

Vietaphors — beware) of taking them hiterally andfthus
produce unwaranted doctrnes

Poetical Philosephy — book of Job

St isinet easy to describe! ideas such as depression),
faming, suUffiering, joy, O sadness. But they canibe
revealed in symbols, in drieams, and in Visions:”

lamsa, Old Tiestament Light
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Symbolismi andl Imagery. in the Holy
Scripture

“Serpent” canl also mean T deception” or
Hie” or “an agent: off evil forces” asiin
Genesis 3:14-15 or Mark 16

Anrexample; off symbolism andimagenry.is
the use of the word “keys™in Matt. 16519

IR Aramaic speech, Keysi arersymbolical
off power'and! trust:.™

Gospel Light by George M. lLamsa

Symbolismi and Imadery.

Jihe; book of*Revelation cannet be
Understeod witheut first understanding:
Jlemple symbolism
Astronomical signs
Jihe purpose off apocalyptic literature

Tihe urgency. of John's envirenment in the; first
century: AD.

Context

Historical setting

Culture and language
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7. Near Eastern Amplification in
the Hoely: Seriptlre

“Forgiving| up: tol seventy times| seven, seven
times” (Aramaic text of Matt. 18:22) is/an
example off Near' Eastern amplification meaning
“a limitless number off times™

See Tiieasures Erom the [languade of Jesus) by ROEco
A Errico

8. The Manuscript Order of the
IHoly: Seripture

TANAK
BRIT CHADASHA

Galatians' 2:9™ . . . Pillars . . .”
Priority of James — foundation| for other Episties

Witnesses:

Frederick H. Schrivener = Intreoduction to the Tiextual

Criticism of theiNew! Testament

Bullinger' — Companion Bible, Appendix 95
M'Clintock andiStiong — Cyclopaedia OF Biblical,
Theological, And Ecclesiastical Literature
Ernest Martin — Restoring the Original Bible
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Manuscript Order and [ts Importance

Priority. of autherity (foundations)
Jjorahi— instruction, “law”
Navim|— prophecy, revelation
Ketuvim— writings, poetry: and wisdom

Priority of authority and erder or learning
Gospels — Master’s life, teaching, authority:
Actsi— Early disciples empowerment
Pillars — James, Peter, John
Letters — Expanded and practical guidance
Apocalyptici— Be prepared! for coming events

9, A Semitic/Hebraic Perspective of the
Holy: Scripture

PARDES - the Garden

Pesfigt = Lliteralimeaning; the contextual)
philelogicall level

Remez = Allegorical meaning; cress-reference
to  other texts; rationall o philosephicallevel

Derasi = Moralfor' hemiletic meaning; aggadic
level: midrashic [[= interpretation via derash]]
level

Sod = Mysticallor anagogic meaning




IHebralc Perspective — an Example
off PARDES in' the “New liestament™

Pespigt = Literal meaning; the contextual,
philolegical level - Gospel of MARK

Remez = Allegoricall meaning; cross-reference
to) other texts; implied meaningj; rational ox
philosephicaltlevel -Gospel off LUKE

Derasii = Moralfor' hemiletic meaning; aggadic
level: allegorical; midrashic [[= interpretation
via derash] level - Gospel off MATTHEW
Sod = Mystical or anagogic (hidden)meaning

- Gospel off JOHN

Hebrew! llanguage

Intrinsic Nattre

Examples
ABBA
MOSHE — HASHEM — SHEMA
=\ =




The Intrinsic Nature off Hebrew and
Aramaic . . .

Learning A, B, C's

Eveny letterr ias'a meaning and a nUmeric Value
Alep. (A )= God (1)

Beth ((BY)= Home and Family: (2)

Gamal (G )= liranspostation: (3)

Exampler A+Br="Father/parent (1+2=5)
= ABBA

Hebrew!’s, Intrinsic Nature: . . .

Head
Yod Arms &
He Shoulders
I Tarso
Vau 7
Hips &
He Legs

YHWH - This is a Most Sacred Name —

.« IHandient With the Utmost Fespect
Genesis 1:26-27 andl 2:7.

20



Anoether Example = IntrimRsiciMeaning —
GoGIAMETEge CoOVEREIIL:

Mar.
ezl
Ceef
Flre

- [he Hebrew word for letter actually’means
pulsevibration — Rabbi Yehuda Berg

Intrinsic Nature: off Hebrew: Language . . -

Moshe (Moses)
IHaShem) (the: Name)
Shemal (FHears. - &)
IHealing (one off the 72
INames oif GeE):

“he; power el thistname; brings thereneray o healinglat
therdeepestiandimost profiound IEVEl e yourbeng.
= RabbirYehuda Berg — The 72 NamesioiGod =

JEChIvIogY oI e SoUl;
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72 Names of God
- Exodus 14:19-21

Hebrew- Greek Mindset Differences

View of Religion

Greek Hebrew
Goal'— Know: Ihyseli Know' God
Philosephy/lLegic Revelation
SpPEctator 1IN Meetings Participant in meetings
LLeadership: Clergyj/Laity: Every member ministers
Bible: infiormationitorbe taught  Reality to be lived
Churchi as organization Assembly as family.
Denominationalfdistinctive Unity in diversity,
Conformity’ to rules Personal relationship
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Hebrew- Greek Mindset Differences

View of Education

Greek Hebrew

Knowledge s highest goed God s the highest good
Focus oni intellect [Focus on Whole person
[Learn! firon sermons/curriculum; = Learn firom’ mentor
Program| erientation Process orentation
Pride in knowing mere Humility in serving all
What yourknow, How, youlserve
Hired professionals teach Parents teachichildren

children

Hebrew- Greek Mindset Differences

View of Social Matters

Greek [Hebrew
Idealism of youth \Wisdom),, réspect for age
Intellect eversrelationships Relationships over intellect
Hierarchicall relationships One-another relationships
Lifie’is' compartmentalized Liferis a unity,
Work torlive Live to work

spurces Introduction ter Restored Christiamity’ by
Dr. Lynn and' Linda Reddick
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10. Persomal Relationships)in the
IHolY: Sceripture

Inrthe; Near East everything begins with God
SON —builder'ofi the family: name”
Firstborn

Intimate relationship

Kinship — “don't salute on the way . . . *
Tiribal

Covenants

Marriage Covenant

Israell— Gentiles - Pagans

FOOD FOR THOUGHT — Even in the
Greek New Testament the thoughts
and idioms are Semitic.

DEBATE - "Disagree without being
disagreeable”

“The test of a first-rate intelligence is
the ability to hold two opposed ideas in
the mind at the same time, and still
retain the ability to function”

- F. Scott Fitzgerald
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Resources:

Holy Bible from the Ancient Eastern Text —translated by Dr.
George Lamsa

Dr. Rocco Errico — Let There Be Light — The Seven Keys

Dr. George Lamsa - Idioms in the Bible Explained and A Key to
the Original Gospels ;' New Testament Origin/; many other
books

Dr. Ernest; Martin — The Originall Bible Restored

Dr. Marvin Wilson - Our Eather' Abraham — Jewish Roots of the
Christian Faith

Dr. Irving Zeitlin — Jesus and the Judaism of His Time

Miltha Ministries' -- Noohra Foundation -- The Original Bible
Project
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